A New Beginning
Barack Obama
…I’ve come here to Cairo to seek a new beginning between the United States and Muslims
around the world, one based on mutual interest and mutual respect, and one based upon the
truth that America and Islam are not exclusive and need not be in competition. Instead, they
overlap, and share common principles—principles of justice and progress; tolerance and the
dignity of all human beings….
[I] know civilization’s debt to Islam. It was Islam… that carried the light of learning through so
many centuries, paving the way for Europe’s Renaissance and Enlightenment. It was innovation
in Muslim communities that developed the order of algebra; our magnetic compass and tools
of navigation; our mastery of pens and printing; our understanding of how disease spreads and
how it can be healed… And throughout history, Islam has demonstrated through words and
deeds the possibilities of religious tolerance and racial equality….
Just as Muslims do not fit a crude stereotype, America is not the crude stereotype of a self-interested empire. The United States has been one of the greatest sources of progress that the world
has ever known… We were founded upon the ideal that all are created equal, and we have shed
blood and struggled for centuries to give meaning to those words—within our borders, and
around the world….
Moreover, freedom in America is indivisible from the freedom to practice one’s religion. That is
why there is a mosque in every state in our union, and over 1,200 mosques within our borders.
That’s why the United States government has gone to court to protect the right of women and
girls to wear the hijab and to punish those who would deny it.
So let there be no doubt: Islam is a part of America. And I believe that America holds within her
the truth that regardless of race, religion, or station in life, all of us share common aspirations—
to live in peace and security; to get an education and to work with dignity; to love our families,
our communities, and our God. These things we share. This is the hope of all humanity….
When one nation pursues a nuclear weapon, the risk of nuclear attack rises for all nations.
When violent extremists operate in one stretch of mountains, people are endangered across an
ocean. When innocents in Bosnia and Darfur are slaughtered, that is a stain on our collective
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conscience. That is what it means to share this world in the 21st century. That is the responsibility we have to one another as human beings….
Islam has a proud tradition of tolerance. We see it in the history of Andalusia and Cordoba during the Inquisition. I saw it firsthand as a child in Indonesia, where devout Christians worshiped
freely in an overwhelmingly Muslim country. That is the spirit we need today. People in every
country should be free to choose and live their faith based upon the persuasion of the mind and
the heart and the soul….
[W]e have a responsibility to join together on behalf of the world that we seek—a world where
extremists no longer threaten our people, and American troops have come home; a world where
Israelis and Palestinians are each secure in a state of their own, and nuclear energy is used for
peaceful purposes; a world where governments serve their citizens, and the rights of all God’s
children are respected. Those are mutual interests. That is the world we seek. But we can only
achieve it together….
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