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…With the growth of our country has come opportunity for our people—opportunity to
educate our children, to use our energies in productive work, to increase our leisure-opportunity
for almost every American to hope that through work and talent he could create a better life for
himself and his family.
The path forward has not been an easy one.
But we have never lost sight of our goal: an America in which every citizen shares all the opportunities of his society, in which every man has a chance to advance his welfare to the limit of his
capacities.
We have come a long way toward this goal.
We still have a long way to go.
The distance which remains is the measure of the great unfinished work of our society.
To finish that work I have called for a national war on poverty. Our objective: total victory.
There are millions of Americans—one fifth of our people—who have not shared in the abundance which has been granted to most of us, and on whom the gates of opportunity have been
closed….
The war on poverty is not a struggle simply to support people, to make them dependent on the
generosity of others.
It is a struggle to give people a chance.
It is an effort to allow them to develop and use their capacities, as we have been allowed to develop and use ours, so that they can share, as others share, in the promise of this nation….
What you are being asked to consider is not a simple or an easy program. But poverty is not a
simple or an easy enemy.
It cannot be driven from the land by a single attack on a single front. Were this so we would
have conquered poverty long ago….

CONSTITUTION 201:
THE PROGRESSIVE REJECTION OF THE FOUNDING AND THE RISE OF BUREAUCRATIC DESPOTISM

Today, for the first time in our history, we have the power to strike away the barriers to full participation in our society. Having the power, we have the duty.
The Congress is charged by the Constitution to “provide… for the general welfare of the United
States.” Our present abundance is a measure of its success in fulfilling that duty. Now Congress
is being asked to extend that welfare to all our people.
The President of the United States is President of all the people in every section of the country.
But this office also holds a special responsibility to the distressed and disinherited, the hungry
and the hopeless of this abundant nation.
It is in pursuit of that special responsibility that I submit this Message to you today.
The new program I propose is within our means. Its cost of 970 million dollars is 1 percent of
our national budget—and every dollar I am requesting for this program is already included in
the budget I sent to Congress in January.
But we cannot measure its importance by its cost.
For it charts an entirely new course of hope for our people.
We are fully aware that this program will not eliminate all the poverty in America in a few
months or a few years. Poverty is deeply rooted and its causes are many.
But this program will show the way to new opportunities for millions of our fellow citizens.
It will provide a lever with which we can begin to open the door to our prosperity for those who
have been kept outside.
It will also give us the chance to test our weapons, to try our energy and ideas and imagination
for the many battles yet to come. As conditions change, and as experience illuminates our difficulties, we will be prepared to modify our strategy.
And this program is much more than a beginning.
Rather it is a commitment. It is a total commitment by this President, and this Congress, and
this nation, to pursue victory over the most ancient of mankind’s enemies….

Learn more about the Constitution at constitution.hillsdale.edu.

