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…For centuries Americans have drawn strength and inspiration from the beauty of our country. It would be a neglectful generation indeed, indifferent alike to the judgment of history and
the command of principle, which failed to preserve and extend such a heritage for its descendants….
The increasing tempo of urbanization and growth is already depriving many Americans of the
right to live in decent surroundings. More of our people are crowding into cities and being cut
off from nature. Cities themselves reach out into the countryside, destroying streams and trees
and meadows as they go. A modern highway may wipe out the equivalent of a fifty acre park
with every mile. And people move out from the city to get closer to nature only to find that
nature has moved farther from them.
The modern technology, which has added much to our lives can also have a darker side. Its
uncontrolled waste products are menacing the world we live in, our enjoyment and our health.
The air we breathe, our water, our soil and wildlife, are being blighted by the poisons and
chemicals which are the by-products of technology and industry. The skeletons of discarded
cars litter the countryside. The same society which receives the rewards of technology, must, as a
cooperating whole, take responsibility for control.
To deal with these new problems will require a new conservation. We must not only protect the
countryside and save it from destruction, we must restore what has been destroyed and salvage
the beauty and charm of our cities. Our conservation must be not just the classic conservation
of protection and development, but a creative conservation of restoration and innovation. Its
concern is not with nature alone, but with the total relation between man and the world around
him. Its object is not just man’s welfare but the dignity of man’s spirit.
In this conservation the protection and enhancement of man’s opportunity to be in contact with
beauty must play a major role.
This means that beauty must not be just a holiday treat, but a part of our daily life….
Beauty is not an easy thing to measure. It does not show up in the gross national product, in a

CONSTITUTION 201:
THE PROGRESSIVE REJECTION OF THE FOUNDING AND THE RISE OF BUREAUCRATIC DESPOTISM

weekly pay check, or in profit and loss statements. But these things are not ends in themselves.
They are a road to satisfaction and pleasure and the good life. Beauty makes its own direct contribution to these final ends. Therefore it is one of the most important components of our true
national income, not to be left out simply because statisticians cannot calculate its worth.
And some things we do know. Association with beauty can enlarge man’s imagination and revive
his spirit. Ugliness can demean the people who live among it. What a citizen sees every day is
his America. If it is attractive it. it adds to the quality of his the life. If it is ugly it can degrade
his existence.
Beauty has other immediate values. It adds to safety whether removing direct dangers to health
or making highways less monotonous and dangerous. We also know that those who live in
blighted and squalid conditions are more susceptible to anxieties and mental disease.
Ugliness is costly. It can be expensive to clean a soot smeared building, or to build new areas of
recreation when the old landscape could have been preserved far more cheaply….
There is much the federal government can do, through a range of specific programs, and as a
force for public education. But a beautiful America will require the effort of government at
every level, of business, and of private groups. Above all it will require the concern and action
of individual citizens, alert to danger, determined to improve the quality of their surroundings,
resisting blight, demanding and building beauty for themselves and their children.
I am hopeful that we can summon such a national effort. For we have not chosen to have an
ugly America….
The beauty of our land is a natural resource. Its preservation is linked to the inner prosperity of
the human spirit.
The tradition of our past is equal to today’s threat to that beauty. Our land will be attractive
tomorrow only if we organize for action and rebuild and reclaim the beauty we inherited. Our
stewardship will be judged by the foresight with which we carry out these programs. We must
rescue our cities and countryside from blight with the same purpose and vigor with which, in
other areas, we moved to save the forests and the soil.
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